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Evolving Styles Rubber Tile & Sheet Installation 
 
Review the Flexco Substrate Preparation documentation prior to the installation of the Evolving Styles Rubber Tile & Sheet. It is 

the responsibility of the installation contractor to verify the adequacy of the substrate and adhesive prior to installation. 

 

TILE INSTALLATION 

 Do not use Flexco Spray-Grip for Rubber or Flexco 16/86 when installing Repel  Oil and Grease Resistant compound. 

 Prior to adhesive application, dry lay the flooring to ensure desired aesthetics. 

 When stacking tiles prior to and during installation, place the tiles face-to-face and sanded back-to-sanded back to prevent the 

sanded back of the tiles from becoming contaminated and to protect the face from damage. 

 Apply adhesive following the directions on the label. Allow the adhesive on the porous substrate to “flash off’ for approximately 

10-15 minutes before installing the flooring. 

 On non-porous substrates, allow the adhesive to become dry to the touch so that there is very little transfer of adhesive to the 

finger. Caution: “Tack up” time, open time, and curing characteristics will vary upon the type of substrate, substrate 

temperature, ambient temperature, humidity and/or proper conditioning of the adhesive. Allowing the adhesive to remain open 

too long will result in bond failure. 

 When laying the flooring, use a kneeling board, or for best results, work off the flooring whenever possible to avoid shifting of 

the tile. If the adhesive is bleeding or oozing at the seams, either too much adhesive is being applied, or the adhesive is too 

“wet”. 

 Immediately remove excessive wet adhesive with a soft, clean cloth dampened with warm soapy water or denatured alcohol 

 As the mottle in each tile has a definite machine direction, the preferred method of installation is to lay the tiles in a parquet 

pattern. 

 Do not fit the tiles together forcibly as using excessive pressure to fit the tiles can cause peaking of the seams. 

 During installation, periodically lift a tile to ensure proper adhesive transfer. 

 There should be adequate coverage of adhesive on the back of the tiles. 

 Observe the adhesive to ensure that the adhesive has not surpassed the open time and has not begun to cure. 

 Borders and other specialty cut tiles must be scribed and cut to fit snugly, not tightly, against the wall, threshold, transition strip, 

fixtures, or other obstacles. 

 Do not wait until the entire main aisle flooring has been installed to begin laying the borders. Lay the border tiles within the 

adhesive open time. 

 Slowly roll and cross roll each section of tile laid with a 100-pound 3-section roller within 15 minutes after the tile section has 

been installed. The rolling time may need to be adjusted to climatic conditions. Use a hand roller in areas that cannot be reached 

with the larger roller. 

 Conduct a visual inspection during the rolling process to ensure there has been no shifting of the tiles and that there is no 

adhesive on the surface of the tile. 

 Cover and protect flooring after installation until building is ready for final cleaning prior to releasing for normal use. 

  

SHEET INSTALLATION 

 Follow same guidelines as above for Sheet with the following recommendations. 

 Unroll the sheet and allow it to condition before fitting and cutting. 

 If more than one roll is used, ensure rolls are of the same roll number sequence. 

 Dry lay the flooring to ensure desired aesthetics. 

 To reduce roll material side shading, Flexco recommends that flooring seams must be installed in reverse order. 

 Allow enough material for doorways, closets, alcoves, flash coving, etc. 

 Allow extra material for trimming if necessary for walls that are not square. 

 Seams should be placed in the least conspicuous places and preferably in the least traveled areas. 

 Ensure seams are approximately 6” away from any seams in the underlayment or substrate. 

 Seams may be double cut or under scribed, perform these tasks prior to spreading of the adhesive. 

o When double cutting seams, allow an overlap of approximately 1”. Use a straight edge as a guide and cut through both sheets 

using a sharp utility knife, while holding the knife at a right angle to the sheet to ensure a straight perpendicular cut. 

o When under scribing seams, one of the adjoining factory edges must be removed using a straight edge to provide a straight 

edge for the under scribing tool to follow. 
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 Fold back the sheet in the machine direction. Apply adhesive according to label directions onto the substrate where the sheet is 

folded back, being careful to leave no puddles of adhesive. 

 Once adhesive is ready, slowly place the sheet into the adhesive using a roller to ensure you are not trapping air. 

 Ensure all air pockets are removed using the roller while the adhesive is still wet, once the adhesive cures these will have to be 

repaired. 

 Fold back the other half of the sheet and repeat the adhesive process. 

 Cover and protect flooring after installation until building is ready for final cleaning prior to releasing for normal use. 

 

FLASH COVE (IF NECESSARY) 

 Install field tile prior to flash cove. 

 Allow a minimum of 6” flash up the wall and extending at least 6” on the floor if not using sheet goods. 

 Install the appropriate Flexco Resilient Cove Cap at the desired height. 

 Install the appropriate Flexco Cove Stick Filler at the wall and floor junction to provide the desired radius. 

 Measure and cut in the flash cove while bending to desired radius, making sure there is good contact with the cove stick. 

 To make both inside corners and outside butterfly corners, use building felt to create a dry pattern. Cut the flooring to the 

pattern. Trim it and fit into place. 

  

HEAT WELDING (IF NECESSARY) 

 Do not heat weld the seams until the adhesive has cured, approximately twenty-four (24) hours after the installation of the 

flooring. 

 After installation and prior to heat welding, protect all seams from dirt, topical moisture and cleaning of any kind. 

 Do not allow the adhesive to bleed at the seam. 

 The preferable method to prepare for heat welding is to use an electric grooving machine with the blade set to cut the groove 

approximately 66% of the total thickness of the tile (.082”, if the flooring is 1/8” thick). During the grooving process, ensure 

approximately 50% of material is equally removed from each side of the adjoining pieces of the tile that is being grooved. 

Practice on a piece of scrap tile to obtain the proper depth. 

 It may be necessary to hand groove some of the seams using a hand grooving tool with a narrow blade near the walls or other 

obstacles. 

 Temperature of the flooring and welding bead prior to and during installation must be between 65º F (19ºC) and 85ºF (30ºC). 

 Use a hot air welding gun; insert the Flexco Rubber Welding Rod through the opening of the 4mm welding tip into the center of 

the routed groove in the flooring. Practice the welding technique by using a piece of scrap tile to determine the temperature 

setting of the heat gun and welding speed to achieve a successful bond. Ensure the groove and welding bead are clean, dry and 

free of any contaminant that may prevent a successful bond when heat welded together. 

 Work with seams in one direction at a time, cut a “V” groove in installed bead at tile intersections, and then complete the 

procedure in opposite direction. 

 Do not allow traffic until rods have cooled and are trimmed. 

 Trim the excess bead with a clean, sharp quarter moon spatula knife with an attached clean, trim plate. You may also use the 

Mozart trimmer by Crain to perform this trimming with the attached trim plate. 

 After one hour, perform a second trim using only the quarter moon spatula knife to create a smooth, level surface. You may also 

use the Mozart trimmer by Crain to perform this trimming without the trim plate in place. 

 If the heat welded seam is trimmed before it is completely cold, and/or, if the seam is first cut with only the quarter moon spatula 

knife without trim the trim plate, a concave skive can result. This can allow particulate and liquids into the seam. 

 After trimming, carefully glazing the surface of the heat welded seam with the hot air from the gun may smooth out any 

imperfections, if necessary. 

 
RESTRICTIONS AFTER INSTALLATION 

Spray-Grip Adhesive for Rubber Tile 

Immediate foot traffic & rolling loads 

 

16/86 Multi-Performance Tile & Tread Adhesive 

Foot traffic after 24 hours 

Light rolling loads after 48 hours 

Heavy rolling loads after 96 hours 

 

77 Solvent-Free Epoxy Adhesive 

Foot traffic after 24 hours 

Light rolling loads after 48 hours 

Heavy rolling loads after 72 hours 



Evolving Styles Rubber Tile & Sheet, Installation 

 
Page 3 of 3    |     © FLEXCO Corporation, Printed in the U.S.A.    |     September 26, 2012 

 

 When moving in appliances or heavy furniture, it is always wise to protect the accessories from scuffing and tears by using 

something to protect the floor 

 Use floor protectors under furniture or fixtures to reduce indentation; as a rule of thumb, the heavier the item the wider the 

floor protection device needed 

 Place walk-off mats at outside entrances manufactured with non-staining backs to prevent discoloration 

 

 

 

COMPANY INFORMATION 

Flexco Corporation 

1401 East 6th Street 

Tuscumbia, AL, USA 35674 

Phone: (800) 633-3151 

Email: info@flexcofloors.com, technical@flexcofloors.com 

Internet: www.flexcofloors.com 
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